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The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Order of Mass for Candlemass 
 

Thursday 2nd February 2023  
7pm 

 
 

Celebrant and Preacher: Fr Gary Waddington, Team Rector 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music at this mass 
 

Organ Voluntary:   Offertorium      James MacMillan 
Introit:   Hail Gladdening Light    Alan Spedding 
Mass Setting:   Communion Service in F    Harold Darke 
Psalm:    24       Anthony Gray 
Communion Motet:  When to the Temple Mary Went   Johannes Eccard 
Organ Voluntary:  Toccata Giocosa     William Mathias 



The Gathering 
 

The Solemn Entrance              
 
As the bell is rung, the choir sing as the people’s candles are lit and the clergy and servers move to where the crib 
figures are placed. Please turn to face them. 
 

 X In the name of the Father and of the Son  
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

The Lord of glory be with you 
and also with you. 

 

Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he 
was offered to the Father and shown to his people. As a sign of his coming 
among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him for cleansing. In 
their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as their Lord, as we today 
sing of his glory. In this eucharist, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and 
his searching judgement, looking back to the day of his birth and forward to 
the coming days of his passion. 

 

 Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 
pour into the hearts of your faithful people 
the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 
that we, who by these kindling flames 
light up this temple to your glory, 
may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 
and so be counted worthy to stand before you 
in that eternal city where you live and reign, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 
 
The people’s candles are sprinkled with Holy Water, in silence. Then the following is sung and the procession moves 
to the altar: 
 

 Let us go in peace to meet the Lord 
 Thanks be to God  

 
Of the Father’s heart begotten, 

 ere the world from chaos rose,  
 he is Alpha: from that fountain,  

all that is and hath been flows; 
He is Omega, of all things, 
yet to come the mystic Close,  
evermore and evermore.  

 
  



 O how blest that wondrous birthday, 
when the maid the curse retrieved, 
brought to birth mankind’s salvation, 
By the Holy Ghost conceived; 
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
In her loving arms received, 
evermore and evermore. 

 

 This is he whom seer and sibyl 
 sang in ages long gone by; 
 this is he of old revealed 
 in the age of prophecy; 
 Lo! he comes, the promised Saviour, 
 let the world his praises cry! 
 Evermore and evermore. 
 

Let the storm and summer sunshine, 
gilding stream and sounding shore, 
sea and forest, frost and zephyr, 
day and night their Lord adore; 
let creation join to laud thee 
through the ages evermore, 
evermore and evermore. 

 

 Sing, ye heights of heaven, his praises; 
 Angels and Archangels, sing! 
 Whereso’er ye be, ye faithful, 
 let your joyous anthems ring, 
 every tongue his name confessing, 
 countless voices answering, 
 evermore and evermore.              NEH 33 (omit * verses) 
 
The Gloria 
 
The choir sings a setting of the gloria  
  
The Opening Prayer 
 

Let us pray in the peace of this light,  
that we may come at the last to the heavenly kingdom. 

 

 Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day 
presented in the Temple in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts 

 by your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



The Liturgy of the Word                           Sit 
 

The First Reading            Malachi 3:1-4 
 

A reading from the prophet Malachi 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The Responsorial Psalm                
 

 
 

Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
And the King of glory shall come in. 
‘Who is the King of glory?’ 
‘The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord who is mighty in battle.’ R./ 
 
Lift up your heads, O gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
And the King of glory shall come in. 
‘Who is this King of glory?’ 
‘The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.’    R./ 
     

The Second Reading         Hebrews 2:14-18 
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 
 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the 
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the 
fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the 
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because 
he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being 
tested. 
  

This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 



The Gospel acclamation      
 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 
The light to enlighten the Gentiles and give glory to Israel, your people. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Holy Gospel             Luke 2:22-40 
 

 The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 

X Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
 Glory to you, O Lord 

 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the 
parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord – observing 
what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be 
consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with that is 
said in the Lord of the Lord, a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons. Now in 
Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright and devout man; he 
looked forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set 
eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, 
he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: 
“Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace,  
just as you promised; 
because my eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared for all the nations to see, 
a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people Israel.” 
As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were 
being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “You see 
this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to 
be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the 
secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.” 
There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven 
years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left 
the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at 
that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked 
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. 
When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and 
he was filled with wisdom, and God’s favour was with him. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



The Homily        
 
The Intercessions                  
 
After each section the reader says: 
  

 Lord hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
After the prayer for those who have died: 
  

 X Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 
 And let light perpetual shine upon them, 
 

 May they rest in peace 
 and rise in glory. Amen. 
 
We ask the mother of Jesus to pray to the Father for us: 
  

 Hail Mary, full of grace the Lord is with thee. 
 Blessed art thou among women 
 and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
 Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners 
 now and at the hour of our death. 
 
Silence is kept after which the Principal Celebrant says a concluding prayer to which all reply: 
 

 Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament    
 

The Peace        
 

In the tender mercy of our God 
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death  
and to guide our feet in the way of peace. 
 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
 And also with you. 

 

 Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 
 
You are welcome to offer a sign of greeting to those around you, please respect those who may not wish to do so. 
 
The Preparation of the Altar     
 

During the hymn, a collection is taken and bread and wine are brought to the altar.  
 

Hail to the Lord who comes, 
comes to his temple gate! 
Not with his angel host, 
not in his kingly state; 
no shouts proclaim him nigh, 
no crowds his coming wait; 



But, borne upon the throne 
of Mary's gentle breast, 
watched by her duteous love, 
in her fond arms at rest; 
thus to his Father's house 
he comes, the heav'nly Guest. 
 

There Joseph at her side 
in reverent wonder stands, 
and, filled with holy joy, 
old Simeon in his hands 
takes up the promised Child, 
the glory of all lands. 
 

Hail to the great First-born 
whose ransom-price they pay! 
The Son before all worlds, 
the Child of man today, 
that he might ransom us 
who still in bondage lay. 
 

O Light of all the earth, 
thy children wait for thee! 
come to thy temples here, 
that we, from sin set free, 
before thy Father's face 
may all presented be!                              NEH 157 

 

 
The Preparation of the gifts 
 

Pray, my brothers and sisters, that this our sacrifice  
which is both yours and mine  
may be acceptable to God the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands  
for the praise and glory of his name,  
for our good, and the good of all his Church. 
 

Lord, accept the gifts your church offers you with joy 
since in fulfilment of your will  
your Son offered himself as a lamb without blemish  
for the life of the world. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 



The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you 

 

 Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them to the Lord 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
 It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
The Priest sings the Preface of the Eucharistic Prayer, then the choir sing a setting of the Sanctus and Benedictus. 
 
After the priest has said the words Jesus used at the Last Supper, he says: 
 

 Great is the mystery of faith 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
The Eucharistic prayer ends with these words: 
 

 … for ever and ever. 
 Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
 And lead us not into temptation;  
 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Agnus Dei 
 
The choir sing a setting of the Agnus Dei 
 
The Invitation 
 

 X Behold the Lamb of God,  
 who takes away the sins of the world. 
 Blessed are those who are invited to share in the banquet of the Lamb. 
 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
Communion is distributed. 
 
 



The Prayer after Communion    
 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 
to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

 Amen. 
 
During the following hymn, we return to the figures of Mary, Joseph and Jesus and the people’s candles are re-lit: 
 

O gladsome Light, O grace 
of God the Father's face, 
the eternal splendour wearing; 
celestial, holy, blest, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
joyful in thine appearing. 
 

Now, ere day falleth quite, 
we see the evening light, 
our wonted hymn outpouring; 
Father of might unknown, 
thee, his incarnate Son, 
and Holy Spirit adoring. 
 

To thee of right belongs 
all praise of holy songs, 
O Son of God, Life-giver; 
thee, therefore, O Most High, 
the world doth glorify, 
and shall exalt for ever.                  NEH 247 
 

The Principal Celebrant then says: 
 

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration of the Saviour’s birth 
 Help us, in whom he has been born, 
 To live his life that has no end. 
  

 Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 
 Help us, who have received the bread of life, 
 To be thankful for your gift. 

 

Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 
 Help us, who have found the Lord in his Temple, 
 To trust in your eternal promises. 

 

Here we have greeted the Light of the world. 
 Help us, who now extinguish these candles, 
 Never to forsake the light of Christ. 
 
All now extinguish their candles. 
 



 Here we stand as your children, through baptism. 
 Help us, who are marked with the Cross, 
 To share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

 

 Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 
 Help us, for whom Lent draws near, 
 To enter into the Easter mystery. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal           
 

 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you 
 

 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
fill you with radiance 
and scatter the darkness from your path. 

 Amen. 
 

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 
gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 
Amen. 

 

Christ, the Dayspring from on high, 
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. 
Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
X the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 

 

 The Mass is ended, go in the peace of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The Voluntary 
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